
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Grand Knightôs Comments  

The month of February was very, very busy 

for our Council.  And I have to tell you that it 

did smell a bit fishy, which is because we 

held our first ñFish Fryò on Friday, March 10th 

at St Paulôs Family Life Center.  Based on the 

turnout from this first event, we might have to 

go out and purchase a lot more fish as we 

fed just under 160 Lenten observers our 

Hand Breaded Haddock, Mac n Cheese, 

Cole Slaw and Cookies.  Please mark your 

calendars with the dates for the second and 

third fish fries scheduled for March 24th and 

April 7th.  Tickets will be sold after all masses.   

Come join us and enjoy some great food and even better company.  If 

you are interested, Stations of the Cross are held immediately following 

the meals at 7 p.m. 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome the newest members of 

our council who were admitted at the First Degree Exemplification held 

on March 14th - Christopher Crim, Gerald Abramowski, Pau Sing, Kham 

Lam, John Murphy, and Donald Hanson.  

We also welcome James Budziak and Charles Heim who recently 

transferred to our Council. 

We look forward to working and breaking bread with each of you in the 

coming months and years. We still have a lot of Gods work to do. 

Just a reminder that the ARC dinner will be on March 30th at our hall.  

Stan Namowitz can answer any questions that you may have regarding 

the event.  

I would like to thank Ralph Avilas for a nice dinner for the Yard Sale 

Volunteers. 

I always say we are all one. Thanks to yôall, we can make a difference.   

May God Bless Yôall and Keep You Real Good!  

 

Phil Nassef 

Grand Knight 
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Family of the Month 

The Family of the Month for March 2017 are Rita and Mikie Casem. 

Mikie is a past Grand Knight who has served the council well. He is a Mentor to many of the members both young and 

older. He is a prolific writer who regularly submits articles for publication in the Knightlighter. He is the author of ñA Circle 

of Graceò. If you have not read it, Iôd suggest that you do so, as it is a wonderful book. Mikie is also a former member of 

the Charitable Contribution Committee who spent significant time documenting the guidelines which still guide the 

committee to this day. He is a regular attendee at our meetings and is always volunteering to help whenever he can. 

Rita is always there by his side and helps Mikie with all his projects. She is a reader at mass for Saint Paul Catholic church 

and along with her other volunteer work at the church, she also serves as a Eucharistic Minister. Rita is also a member of 

the ñset up teamò at most Knights of Columbus functions. 

Thank you Rita and Mikie for making our Council what it is today 

 

Nick Dalessandro 

Family Director 

 

Knight of the Month 

For the month of March 2017, the Knight of the Month is Brother Gary Allen.  Gary plays a prominent and consistent role 

as Warden on our 1st and 2nd Degree Exemplification Teams.  For those of you that attend these exemplifications as 

observers or even remember your own experience going through these initial degrees, you will remember the dedication 

and attention to detail that our degree team members put into every ceremony.  Brother Allenôs role as Warden requires a 

great deal of preparation and memorization to enhance the experience for the candidates, and truly makes Council 3303 

exemplifications very special events.  Gary also works the computer and electronics section during our yard sales.  He is 

a retired member of the TV -12 Organization and stays busy with other organizations when not acting as an Ambassador 

for the Knights of Columbus.  Brother Gary Allen typifies dedicated service with the Knights of Columbus and is highly 

deserving of recognition as Knight of the month for March.  Please join me in extending our gratitude to Brother Gary.     

God Bless You,   

Michael Lynch, DGK 

 

Five Brothers earn Full Knight Status in 3rd Degree Exemplification 

On Saturday March 18th, five of our Council 3303 2nd degree brothers traveled to 
Wilmington for the always very memorable 3rd Degree Exemplification held at the 
school of the Basilica Shrine of St. Mary hosted by Council 1074.  Brothers Mike 
Farino, Melvin Henry, Paul Masotta, Ernie Parent, and Robert ñBoò Wernersbach 
were accompanied by Grand Knight Phil Nassef and Deputy Grand Knight Mike 
Lynch.   

Giving up a precious Saturday to become a 3rd Degree Knight reflects great 

dedication and is a testament to the desire of these 5 brothers not only to advance 

in our order, but to strengthen it by their desire to seek further involvement and 

hopefully positions as officers in the future.  Ten councils were represented with 57 

candidates and according to State Deputy Colin Jorsch, this was one of the largest 

3rd Degree Exemplifications in recent years.  Please join me in congratulating our 5 

newest full Knights. I hope this inspires other 2nd Degree brothers to seek the 3rd degree at the earliest opportunity. 

 
Vivat Jesus 

Mike Lynch ï Deputy Grand Knight 

 

 



 

 

Faithful Navigators Report 

Sir Knightôs,  

I think that most of us make a conscientious effort to improve our spiritual lives this time of 
year. We attend Mass, and we hear about what we should be doing according to the 
teachings of our church. Should what we do during Lent also be extended throughout the 
year? Are we only good Catholicôs for a certain duration of the year, or do we strive to be 
committed to our beliefs the entire year long? 

If we examine our Catholic upbringing, it should all come into focus for us. We are at a time 
in our lives now that we have never been before. It is a time when we as Sir Knights can 
put into practice all that we have been taught in our religion. Maybe this is because we are 
older and feel we have more time to spend doing things we never had time to do before. 

Brothers, no matter the reasons, we did opt to become a Knight, which in itself tells us we 
feel strongly about our faith and the principals which we try hard to uphold. Some of us are 
still able to be active in our Assembly. However, some of us are unable because of health 

concerns. Still, some have other reasons with which they must come to terms. No matter what our situation, we can all 
pray and ask God to make us better people. 

Please keep our widows and our military in your prayerôs  

Patrick Rocco, Faithful Navigator 

 

A Big Welcome to our Newest Council 3303 Members 

A First Degree Exemplification Ceremony was held on Tuesday, March 12th, at which six new members were brought into 

our Council.  We would like to welcome Don Hanson, John Murphy, Christopher Crim, Gerald Abramowski, Paul Sing, and 

Kham Lam to Council 3303.  We also extend a warm welcome to several Knights who have transferred in to our Council ï 

James Budziak and Charles Heim.  

Congratulation on your admission and we look forward to your participation in our council (and maybe the Assembly) in 

the coming years! 

Tony DiFede, Membership Director 

 

 

Lent: ñThis Joyful Seasonò 

The following is an excerpt from a Lenten homily given by the late Msgr. Tom Wells who served for many years as Pastor 

of our Saint Mark Catholic Church in Hyattsville, MD.  During a lifetime there are typically only a handful of people who 

truly have a significant influence on how we think or act.  To our entire family, Msgr. Tom Wells, ñThe Wellserò was such 

an individual.        

One of the prefaces used in Lenten Masses has the line ñEach year you give us this joyful season é ñThe first time I used 

that Preface this year I chuckled to myself, recalling my early Lents as a priest.  Ordained in 1971 I saw the Church coming 

through the changes of Vatican II.  Growing up in an environment where the life and traditions of the ñoldò Church were 

pretty much understood and loved, consequently the changes in mood and language were difficult to accept.  There may 

have been, dare I say, a certain immaturity in my response the first time as a priest that I read in this Preface about Lent 

being a season of joy, I reacted with disgust.  

Say what you will about the Lent of the fifties, joy was not emphasized in prayer or practice. I saw the connection of joy 

with Lent as a way in which the Church was trying to water down the good old fashioned misery and suffering associated 

with Lent.  Imagine that, I may have been wrong. 

   

  



 

 

My favorite line in all of Scripture is Johnôs Gospel (Jn 15:11) spoke by Jesus at the Last Supper the night before He was 

to die, not for Him a joyful time in the usual sense of the word.  He said.  All this I tell you that my joy may be yours and 

your joy may be complete.ò  What is my joy of which Jesus speaks?  All I can think is that Jesus is speaking of the joy that 

is in the life of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, that Jesus desires us to know the joy that is Godôs eternal life. 

He wants us to know that joy because it is interior and spiritual.   It is incredibly easy for us to miss it.  Prayer, of course, is 

the first way to put us in contact with the source of our joy.  But fasting, self-denial and almsgiving also have the effect of 

challenging us to go beyond surface pleasures and convenience and draw us in communion with deeper spiritual realities.  

Man is a marvelous mix of spirit and flesh but it is the spirit that gives the flesh reality.  Our spirit has been enlivened by 

Christ who is our joy.  As we die in the legitimate desires of the flesh during the days of Lent, we are enabled to know more 

fully the Lord who lives within.  Joy in the sense of fun, no.  But joyful in terms of getting to know Him who is the heart of 

our being, surely this is a season of joy. 

Mikie Casem, PGK  

 

Columbus Club News 

Meetings were held during the months of January and February to get things organized and moving along.  Thus far, along 

with some administrative tasks we have taken a number of actions that should help to improve the maintenance and 

operations of our facilities. 

¶ The Columbus Club Bylaws are being researched, reviewed, and updated to ensure that they accurately 

reflect the operation of the Columbus Club 

¶ We have formalized the hall rental process a bit to minimize conflicts and ensure that we have written contracts 
for all events and received payments to hold dates for all rentals. 

¶ Replaced all spot lights in main building with LED units which should help to reduce our operating costs (13W vs 
65W). 

¶ Awarded an annual HVAC service contract to a local firm to ensure the proper maintenance and repair of the units 
servicing both of our buildings. 

¶ Doubled the number of treatments (strip and wax) that the main hall floor receives during the year. 

¶ Installed new exterior lighting between the buildings and around the sides and rear of the Yard Sale Building. 

¶ Increased security of the main building by inventorying and reducing the number of outstanding FOBôs by 30%. 

¶ Met with a designer and several contractors regarding our proposal to update the entrance corridor, main hall and 
menôs rest room.  A concept and cost proposal will be reviewed by the Columbus Club and presented to the Council 
and Assembly as soon as it has been reviewed and approved. 

Craig Baader 

President, Columbus Club 

 

Sir Knight of the Month 

Assembly 1820 would like to acknowledge John J. Glynn Jr. as Sir Knight of the Month for March 2017. Jack joined the 

Assembly in October of 2013. In that time, he has served our organization with his time and talent. Jack lends his time to 

the church as a Eucharistic Minister. We also salute and thank Jack for his service to our country. We are grateful for his 

service and dedication to our Parish and Assembly. 

God Bless, 

David Rose, Faithful Captain 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Yard Sale Workers Appreciation!!!! 

Two thirds of the way through the year, with two very successful 

yard sales under our belts, we held an appreciation dinner for 

the volunteers that work tirelessly accumulating, cleaning, 

sorting and displaying the materials donated by the community 

to stock our shelves.  One hundred and thirty attendees 

enjoyed the catered event held on Thursday, March 16th at our 

hall.   

Our caterer, The Two Chefs provided the attendees with a 

delicious meal of Beef Brisket, Chicken Picata, seafood gumbo, 

saffron rice, veggies, chocolate cake and crème brulee.  As you can well imagine, there were plenty of adult beverages on 

hand to complete the meal. 

Our Yard Sale Chairman, Ralph Avilas thanked everyone in attendance (and those that were either recently deceased or 

unable to attend) for their contributions and hard work during the year, even calling out the Truck Monkeys (mascot pictured 

below), noting that our success year to date was a product of their efforts throughout the year.  He also thanked George 

and Louise Halyak (and their team) for decorating the hall and setting 

up the event.  Special acknowledgement went to Danny 

Gennantonio and Gerald Tetreault for their years chairing the Yard 

Sale Project in the past and establishing the foundation for our 

current successes.   

Thus far this year, we have been able to almost double our budgeted 

year to date gross revenue.  Obviously, this event is the cash cow 

that provides the vast majority of funding for the Assembly and the 

charities that it supports!  

Sgt. Brent Thomas, our 
military volunteer 
coordinator was in 

attendance with a guest, as was one of his predecessors - Anthony Sharples who 
preceded Konard Kleczek as our MCAS Coordinator.  

Unfortunately, Master Sergeant (aka Gunny) Kleczek is deployed and was unable 

to attend the event this year.  Numerous mentions were made of how dependent 

we remain on the volunteers from MCAS, especially on the Tuesday preceding 

the event and the last day when we break everything down for storage.     

Ever the salesman, Ralph reminded all in attendance that our next sale is scheduled for June 1st thru 3rd. 

   
Points of contact for the Yard Sale are Ralph Aviles (252) 204-7700 and Craig Baader (410) 627-3152 

 

LAMB 

Our Annual LAMB Pot Luck Awards Dinner is scheduled for Thursday, April 6th at 6 p.m.  At this event we honor the local 

organizations that support the mentally challenged in our tri-county area and distribute almost $6,000 collected on their 

behalf during the year. The Council and Award Winning Chef Paul Masotta will supply a main course of baked ziti with 

meatballs and garlic toast. Attendees should bring a salad, appetizer, or desert.  

Social starts 5:30 p.m. with dinner at 6:00 p.m. Following dinner, a quartet of Southern Gentlemen will perform for us with 

the awards presentation to follow. Hope to see a great turnout to honor the recipients. 

As noted in my article in last months Knightlighter, I have tendered my resignation as LAMB Chairman effective July 1 but 

will not abandon this charitable endeavor. If you are willing to step up as the next Project Coordinator, I will be more than 

willing to bring you up to speed and assist in any way that I can!! 

Jim Kelly 

LAMB Project Coordinator 

 

 



 

Fellow Knights, 

As discussed at the Assembly meetings in February and March, a condensed presentation was presented on Saturday, 
March 11th at the Family Life Center.  As sponsors of the event, the Assembly provided the refreshments for the 20 or so 
attendees that participated in the event.  Along with an insightful video, there were insightful presentations and dialogue 
regarding the enslavement and exploitation issues at the heart of the initiative.   

Thanks to the brothers that took the time to attend the event ï I think all of the attendees agreed that it was well worth the 
time and effort. We easily wrote a check to support the initiative, but the insights gained from the presentations took us a 
step beyond the donation.  

David Rose 
Faithful Captain  

 

 

 

  



 



 



 

  


